N

V

MUSLIN FESTIVAL
2016

NEWS & ARTICLES




PRESS
CONFERENCE
31-01-2016



?380‘1 el w > TR WD W‘W

mmaﬁmmm mmﬁwmﬂta mmmmmmmm

T S e

HVEE SF TR
AT T

.Fﬁm

mmmmmmaww
WA T SR TR ¢ CEFINE (AT WO WY OF UK
WA T SEE-20M | @R T WOW TIeE 4%
WW@WW@MWWWW

E@W WE e o, S

ONFr T FE e AR
m?mﬁ%m ' m
LR AR mmqw
afeza® Wi ks pRFSTACE TPy AMeTNY | (7 Afew S

Wmmmwﬁ&mwmﬂmm
wﬁwwm A5 978 Tacs | WA §F WHIHEE AT 9w
(LT S |

; WWMWWWW WAL (RCHE IR
R SRR 2O TR PAEE G I v i
mf?zw | TR T, NSRS, T A (AP
férgm Tox Wmﬁmmaﬁmmmmw
= TR TR AHE P O TR AOSNE Lol FA0S
31 | WP B S & ST O TS S S |
T BT GRSl W 8 W
MmemﬁH%mM—qmﬁm
e Rekerr, o el RS T wiew T8,

Braned vy awie wF), [ RS wF W 9w (T
mmﬂﬂ‘rwﬁmmiﬁmﬂ qmﬁmmm
faam o% o Gl 72 WIAGAT T | qLE
AR AT Waﬁﬁ’fﬂ RS oF T
ae.wﬁ’rmzaomfﬂﬂmaﬁﬂwmwvwmﬁm
2, T WS QAT A T (O T | AT 5 @
orE 9aw o “wyEE i Wi




()
BB ASATTPID
THuraE geviee
AeEn Sl AT WomEltE REMR | difs Eehit 9 Dew Pme Ry 3w

YR R T 'S G RN
IO Sa9Cd 3% 5% NI T Oeg

I Wn%oﬁ PM, e, Sl o3, 3050 ; % e

¢ . el s

e FYE IS ASERRE TEE SR oOfn SNt 9R 9B FOET AREEET ST AT (GFE AU BE 'S
eE AN THER TeHE-20b’|

S ¢ (TR CUTE e At SoR SNt ©EF 2 9 E9E|

AP ST P ~IRge -9 STA 99 SIS TIERE © Sive-47 SRS 4 SONIE S 9 T0E
TR TR STEd Sy W T- ¢ (AR AR whE feteH, « ek TEite wE e 126,
WSHFAEY AP TEE- WMoy GBR’ (TR ToTER S S Awie =), B \Frers w@w w1 A
(TR EeTRR SENT SRIT G S 4IE), 4 (IR T ot (I RieE obt cifs ofime, s g%
SR TS| A, ¢ (FFAR QT TN TEIET RS ST R wE w7 4w, T 5E o W5 s
ARATS YT T Hew fe 93e SN TITY N FE T CISTER W) U E (e TR Bre @ 1t
‘e TREE e

W (@A EOlE TS SENrd 9% AW AU 9 OU FHICH 51 el ST Nl Rere wE apiemive 98,
INFA R sifeple ©. CIERm P, SOl SeNled s SueE ffes oS 9% E-a9 o FEd s
Y SofEe |

SHEENE TE I, SOW HEW, W 9 I IRTRE TER REEREE A0E dheE (@R e awat
TICS ACARE A SIS SIS SIN-E Al (@ ST SR SRR S e T wieR, ot @R Fare aa ag
e At TS I WS |

E-97 A W8 Ffec! SR N oW, Sivat e e IR a9 oREe deeie Wik e 9% affEne
Tt e oRfEe FAre W Afoml aUEGa e, A6 e, SR @ il For T afte - T R
St At (@0 BRI 4 FUET Sivdl Sl S 9F ITEIE WerEE Rl TEE R 99 varie el (ofd Fae
58| Sl Ff FRE ST SRITR T Rt TS F9EH



o [l B, | — |
AN Hiase ’ﬂmsa; "
@ o FfG wTvT =SS ; Fe onive ; T WE 38, 3ok fare
Soemurally AT A MeicSs ol 5. et AT, 35 SFIEhE o

Wa@z]mm&%[dm@[wlm%&m .=cvﬁ1[f5“-$=
CEIY 5 FATRESOTRA

H Connect with Friends StreamVideo | 2o} Play Games

ST @I ST T TR

g a8 a aq

S

AL

e o o e BET ECE O T 43 T W T Sob| & THerH S oy S

SSETY ST ey SR e e SR T S i rafe g e SRR TR HOueTH Seine R
S F TP WG SR o, i G TR 51w R I AT W WNE WA
T FGE 6% (oA 042 e TS S = o] FEee SO 1 S (aTae e e gl A
T T, A WY e (A e e (e e B iU e «F S| eoe s e sty ol
SRS I T S TR T (R e BN T a1 auieta ke g I o 0 o e
e R ST Sy P SR CRT | & GRS WHLE SIS 7 i A186 (R T

T SfER e OrATT 209 TR WITTEGT T, SRR T F5T @ e ol

wepfiy e T S s A, e a3 ST AW S G498 0T WS S, e o9 [
afEmnd we e @ BRI Ew e g T o, B e 9 aieere e oo e
TG 7 R T A e S 7 RS ST 2 WA | Qe S G R s s e
efenp (B SRS &% STayTiie &HE (Ravls 5] a1 BIEH SET SEvTEe wEie Fariiet Sl S o
e s e & gemeTl o o frgre e areons e s aaefie)

fa=a



Heqw Fiea=T »

&ﬁmﬁwmwﬁﬁme%ﬁmmﬁamﬁm

ST QW HeFH ()

SETICWCIE SIS AT HALHI

GBI, o TR, 2ove (A9 Sfsrand R R s o e Semam
FAE T A T ¢ (FER REE 0T oblE T BENEE AEEE
TEEY e @ ST e == A

HIT T HOE TEACEE a9 EEEESTE 9 HeaW JUTEA 9 49
TRITA! 3| A0S FEEE T SRR g9 a9, s AW B g I,
T RS YR TEEE Ao M, I Pita MR BTN @ T
ST TR THHREEE Tl S|

S W R IS 6 99 @I 4 T WEE g
TARPH FTE 52 T90ae SRE TG EEiEE e I a S9N g
@ =) AOS TR AR a9 SN Siiee SRWiE $9 & A

e HFS TR @ FHa TIFF SIS AR 59 @R SR TR A
st #wMia 203 TR Y TR R R0 HEMR! B BIeta
LA FEERT @ (AT

b (SR TR TS 46 ROE ME e THR e a6, 9T 6
TRATS [ aF AFFT ATETS HHEH AE|

TS Heqm

WEEE T s &

TS AW WS SRR FETE 22 e 20 WE 2REE Mri * WS Y A 490k e ST St ABTR SIEEE iR * RNeh aa

EaEr A T e reE SEE L v
T

2o FITR 0T TR T Reda 2ow9 Ay
o7 © N

o, ST @ afErEETE ReErs T 5
L]

31 e Frwda sl e SR ; Freered

aavl FIF 404 EETe 9IS Ge U e - R
batei |

T TSRS AR SYFERE
TATERER TS (TS ST

B G e S Y (T A% A by T aeh

et



The Draily Junskunthn

m e FHATE 1 RS v G | | ETEE
e Feyin

fewtirn

ey @ ferwiim weve, vy a9 T2 T

T T TR e T v ), R s @ e e g e
T b A o WA T W0 (78 WA SEE| WuRe e
#f5 fifnr & T wEEE 9T A0 T WEeT e oTiee G T
e @ ¥y, W enm nferm AR Teen Ty Fom e o
ST (N T WP A W e orm ) o w e o e we
o oioe TR A R T w, SN WiRe BamE N o ot o B
A7 T e Fore [Eg o4 46 906 o TIEE TR 5 TR e
e i s A e Wiy T e wame oF e e
el g Tom ae s N oF nE o NS TS d6W s
| e BT G ST v W TR e BeR) 99n) G
CHI WAV ) Rl ARSCHOS, O W] e BT g0 T |

ay® W fegm Brmay mwE ovew em wwmom egfe frme o
EHTEEE WE BAE WEW e, 7 (Meve wiml e e @ @
SR T TA| W ¢ G R wE weee i e GeEe
Branys e wdd) we Wt W GEw o crerulE v mm Suon v wed
B =l

BEEE W, TR B W SN (0 W s e w5
ERE WA G WA (078 g 49 4 T WA TREe ¢ wRes
ffm ueeTE W 0% o9 TEriEe o e wEw el e e W
TAE) T WA LT VAW AR TN T O A e e
A W W, R e s qeae wedivn f e g
WA BT T W AT (7 AT RS M4TRE O 7R, A @ 5W 6
i e W o aiEe)

Bt s A9 wme W =) Hees A w0, & coafl v o e
it sofeE e aTones s wen Wy gl weew wm g o wn o
s Tfewm 6 dfew) A Mg 70 6 e o

B o2 TRl WO G 6 Wi o (R GTERE eee ae aE a7
Bopwonen e wpm, wTs TR RS et o v enweifEaey
T oy R e Rt swrerr omae e ey B g e
Ene e AT B e v o e wow fror wfefies i
Besrmry w0 H4rs g T crRsioe W weEe Sfemed e
wifft #fawie ol mE

wEs AR, Arede Pt e anmod el 6 waftn fofd, o foo
EETE Jed WO #6E, T e T ome oE, ofW T A R
ey, T T 2= 4R ¢ TR TEUT 999 99 9 S we
T T sy ofbbine Bowd Gl WA THETE GTemEEm IE TR
T T TS WA T

fE FERER YEE wE W 4% WiEEs S 9 ww o sam o) Wl
Fomfh werral e Wftew W we TREE WS WA AR W
T wE R fesme wmnfee A Trees Eefie o
weglEE W W, o BEe gy e 6 andln srgan weefie
g v i wfER wreR B wen s v e e wer
W W FEETEE] IO, T TR AR G T W and o R
6 W% (RT O T TR WA (S S A W] @A A e W a
izl o9 o1 TR ¥E TR T T R W ) e
w57 TR S W hw R 0T FeTE Wi T W, s o
TS oo Bfeey dftogw wfistn e w0 wm werd 9wl
s e e GuvE, & WA Wi W i Ao wree )

i o T T Rl o we e T e e, el AR
o um il ol e Bw wme e e o w W woE e
i o e v wiwe s wds el age ww wiE o o
s Wy W G nomety wferet g von wERe w0, e Wi
*dE g (8| T BT TG BEUR oHE W A < T T o
wiE AT SR T AR R T W WA el T, 44 e
T G 4AE WA o TS WA e SR A W T
TACE T ] W W WA Sreeee)

eibm o TR HEETE TR W W S WA T o
|

© by & FewwiEw Y
e

© T e s
]

O om e e B
& o w frg
=i | i
O T TETR T
oes & s s
© whar e =
BTSN WeIGnR

© Freres i ol o
T

s &%

O Y (e T
O T TR T
O FHETETE b WAC
FieFR A i 9
fTe

O AEEAEE § Y Y
aleakeq

O (T R MER
sy o

& T T oum WY
© a7l (=g =
w0, A e e
O T S R
s e Feanfi 0 v



.......

HEE A E 8% ¢ AN

e HisTame

ob (FFHEM 2w0bk, (TR, ocioo

el ¢ (FEFEIR (UTE AFTT B0 SR WE 10 TIFE AW @ SRR sjAwEa
TeR| AEfS TEIFEER reiRTer oY TERE, 7 PRvR SRR Fee e e
Y A a3 B ST T

TOEF TOW HErHd TR R SN REFEESE 95 J@W JOFTH S9Ee RERe o
LA Aol SEsE g R e, (e gl e Aftwre fw Aes FeeR
A5 AR Ao ofiter At aediiseiee Tmer RereE $19 S8 20
f STl TR R B B S A et S

& Ty BofEe Brew s wieetE veeReeE seeE diow oA, e RS s
&, (UEM T S 5 PIEsEs Fle AEge |

AR AT IR S, 5 B8 908 @M Y @ S (@ e Braa e
e A% B TR PR, i (e Wi B W iy e =i
APFITS W iT5g| O B0 SFBITY 19 F9 TR E 0 AT TERREe e
T WA SeFR CERI & (FFAR FTH W0 YWD T T ARE @ g
ST T TR SO-SRAR-TSTH (U T@] 9 T 497 @ I ¢ SHvS
(A



T &wmmwgmﬁa
ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘mhﬂiﬁﬁﬁwm.ﬂ@wﬂ,

oy dgfen WQEAs 4IFR 1 _¢ mFle
fa@m AITS ObIT o SIuEE TR SO
Wﬁwwﬁﬁmﬁmsa&ﬂﬂmmm
SR SR 33019 ST ST < 3w T

o g
ww,wwm,ﬁﬁwﬁmm.ﬂ
s AEE AT

mwwmwmﬂmmem
@WWWWWWW
G | T o TR TS (4T WIS T
mmw@mw.mmﬁﬁw
W’Fﬁﬁ?ﬂbmf?mﬂﬁlﬂ
= T S A1ED, (I TR g
S (At T TEiee W
mmlwwaﬁlmwmmﬁm
thwwmwmﬁ
& <Gy W@ qrm YW . AYTANRE
Wwwmﬁﬁmﬁﬁ,
cEe WiEw e 9N 9 A=
e e (T, ST G3R ST | 8
=16 @ B g 2



"Muslin exhibition
begins Februa

Cultural Correspondent

A MONTH-LONG muslin exhibition
will begin on February 5 at Nalini Kanta
Bhattashali Gallery of Bangladesh National
Museum in an attempt to revive the finest
fabric that used to be woven in the region in
the medieval era.

The show will displav some finest mus-
lin woven in the 16th and 17th century in
Dhaka, some muslins woven by the con-
temporary weavers, several historic docu-
ments and audio-visual presentations to
raise awareness about the fabric’s rich her
itage and distinctive impact on the world
in terms of textile artistry and global trade.

A research book titled “Muslin: Our
Story’, published by Drik, featuring the
origin of muslin and its links with Bengal
and Europe, will be launched during the
event. There will also be seven seminars
and workshops to be participated in by
national and international experts, policy-
makers and artisans who will discuss the
potential of reviving muslin and prepare
action plans for future, said the organisers
at a press conference held at Bangladesh
National Museum on Sunday.

The mega-event will be organised by
Drik, co-organised by Bangladesh National
Museum and supported by Aarong.

Cultural affairs minister Asaduzzaman
Noor, Bangladesh National Museum's di-
rector general Faizul Latif Chowdhury,
BRAC's executive director Mohammad
Musa, Drik’s chief executive officer Saiful
Islam, among others, were present at the
press conference.

Saiful Islam said the project was the
outcome of a research carried out over two
vears by Drik's Bengal Muslin team on the
fabric famous as the finest cotton fabric
ever made in history.

‘Through this festival we would like to

Iy 5

A model poses with newly woven musiin.
— Photo Curtsey: Drik

close a cultural gap in our nation's history
and highlight the story of muslin and our
nation’s central role in its manufacture.
Our aim is to recreate the story of this leg-
endary textile that was used by Western
and Mughal courts to inspire a revival of
this craft and bring recognition for our
craftspeople and their contribution to its
heritage,’ Saiful said.

Muslin's story will be presented in an
entertaining manner with a musical pres-
entation at the historic Ahsan Manzil in
Old Dhaka, said Saiful, adding that the
show would also include a fashion show
where models would present traditional
jamdani, one of the 90 varieties of the mus-
lin, and the newly woven finest muslin cre-
ated under the initiative of Drik.

Notably, the then British East India
Company in the 18th century imposed a
ban on the muslin weaving in a bid to end
the threat posed by it to the export of their
own cloth.
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Muslin Festival 2016:
countdown begins

A meet-the-press session on the upcoming Muslin Festival
was held at Poet Sufia Kamal Auditorium of Bangladesh
National Museum on January 31moming.

The speakers at the press conference included Minister
for Cultural Affairs, Asaduzzaman Noor, MP; Begum
Akhtari Momtaz, Cultural Affairs Secretary; Dr
Muhammad Musa, executive director, BRAG; Faizul Latif
Chowdhury, director general, Bangladesh National
Museum (BNM), and Saiful Islam, CEO, Drik.

Saiful Islam introduced the festival and its activities to
the press invitees. He also referred to the organising part-
ner Bangladesh National Museum (BNM), and special
partner, Aarong with the support from the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs in hosting this event.

The inauguration ceremony of the month-long festival
will take place at Nalinikanta Bhattasali Gallery of BNM
on February 5 at 3:30pm.

The month long festival is the culmination of over two
years of research into the history of muslin and the
nation's contribution to it. The exhibition will bring
artefacts, including original muslin and the new muslin
woven, by the weavers of Drik's Bengal Muslin team. There
will also be a book launch, a film screening, and seminars
during the festival.

A special cultural evening has been designed to be
conducted at Ahsan Manzil on February 6 where muslin's
past, present and future will be displayed through a cul-
tural show.

In addition, the festival will feature the launch of inter-
national quality publication “Muslin. Our Story”, launch
of trailer for documentary film “Legend of the Loom”,
and seminars.



Iniiative to revive Musii glory

Bangladesh National Muse-
um together with Drik and
Aarong has taken an initia-
‘tive to tell the story of
Muslin, the fabled fabric of
Bengal, its unique history
and contribution, through a
series of events and activi-
ties, reports UNB.

On the occasion, a month-
long national exhibition,
Muslin Revival, will begin at
Bangladesh National Muse-
um on February 5. A book ti-
tled ‘Muslin-Our Story’ will
be launched on the opening
ceremony of the exhibition.

Cultural Affairs Minister
Asaduzzaman Noor disclosed
this at a press conference at
Kabi Sufia Kamal Auditori-
um of the National Museum
on Sunday.

He said a cultural event
featuring an Aarong Jamdani
fashion show will be held at

Ahsan Manzil on February 7
and seminars on Muslin will
be held on the day.

A film on the story of
Muslin ‘Legend of the Loom’

" will bescreened on February 6.

The initiative is the cul-
mination of two-year long
project taken to recreate the
story of this legendary tex-
tile that was used by Western
and Mughal courts, raise
awareness about its rich her-
itage and the distinctive im-
pact it had upon the world in
terms of textile artistry and
global trade. .

Director  General of
Bangladesh National Muse-
um Faizul Latif Chowdhury,
Chief Executive Officer of
Drik Saiful Islam and Execu-
tive Director of BRAC Dr
Muhammad Musa were also
present at the press confer-
ence.
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Muslin Festival 2016 set to begin Feb 5

DL reporter
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The month-long Muslin Festival 2016 will be inaugurated on February 5 at 3:30pm at the Nalinikanta Bhattasali Gallery, Bangladesh
National Museum in the city’s Shahbag area. On the occasion of upcoming festival, a press conference was held at Kabi Sufia Kamal
Auditorium of Bangladesh National Musewm on January 31. Cultural Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman Noor, Cultural Affairs Secretary Begum
Akhtari Momtaz, Executive Director of BRAC Dr Muhammad Musa, Director General of Bangladesh National Museum Faizul Latif
Chowdhury and CEO of Drik Saiful Islam attend the event and spoke about the festival.

Culiural Affairs minister Asaduzzaman Noor applauded the initiative and thanked Bangladesh National Museum, Aarong and Drik for this
effort of reviving the heritage of Bengal Muslin.

Muslin project is organised by Drik in partnership with Aarong and Bangladesh National Museum. The project will investigate the potential
of reviving Muslin production and explore how this sought for textile of the past can integrate with contemporary elothing designs.

The festival focuses to tell the story of Bengal Muslin, the fabled fabric of Bengal, its unique history and contribution, through a series of
events and activities. The festival’s aim is to recreate the story of this legendary textile that was used by Western and Mughal courts, raise
awareness of its rich heritage and the distinetive impact it had upon the world in terms of textile artistry and global trade.

On the other hand, through a special cultural show at Ahsan Manzil on February 6, muslin's past, present and future will be displayed. The
festival will also feature the launching of a publication titled ‘Muslin. Our Story’, launch of the trailer for a documentary film ‘Legend of the
Loom’, and seminars.]
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Muslin Festival
2016 begins Feb 5

A meet-the-press session regarding the upcoming Muslin
Festival was held at Poet Sufia Kamal Auditorium of
Bangladesh National Museum on Sunday.

The speakers at the press conference included
Asaduzzaman Noor MP, Cultural Affairs Minister, Dr
Muhammad Musa, Executive Director of BRAC, Faizul Latif
Chowdhury, Director General of Bangladesh National
Museum and Saiful Islam, CEO of Diik.

An exciting and unique festival known as the Muslin
Festival will be inaugurated at the Nalinikanta Bhattashali .
Gallery of Bangladesh National Museum on February 5 at
3:30pm, informed by Saiful Islam, CEO of Drik.

A range of activities is planned during the month-long
Muslin Festival,

CED of Drik in his speech introduced the festival and its
activities to the press invitees. He also referred to the organ-
partner, Aarong with the support of the Ministry of Cultural
Affairsin hosting thisevent. [ .

The month long festival is the culmination of over two /
years of research into the history of muslin and our nation’s
contribution to it. The exhibition will bring artefacts, includ-
ing real muslin and also the new woven by the
weavers of Drik's Bengal Muslin team. There will also be a
book launch, a film and seminars planned during the

at il on 6 muslin’s F ;
: : Cultural Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman Noor MP speaking at a press conference on
B oo ans Soure Wil bedisplayed throughas culandd | 4 e Festival 2016 el a¢ Poot Suls Ksmal Audiiptiu 5f Nodions! Mascumn.
LS : !
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off in the city on Friday to tell the story descendants of the original muslin
of muslin revival after remaining in ob- weavers, gave the dream reality.
scmityformmthanahundra&mﬁﬂﬂy - “Itwas really tough for us after along
years, : thna.ittammnmonthstomea
bric of Bengal Ml.ulin Saree. Patience and integrity
mketh.tatnush,}ol:and! |

: will also be able to
nal Muse- ﬁé’ﬁ’ helpinsﬂ:gmmmthe
um-and guidanueot lostglon" said Al-amin. ;
n i 'l'hjsmeuhasathreadmuntofaoo It
Fmanm‘ﬂiﬂwm Muhith un- indicates that it has the fineness of

of Thinner the fibre, h will be

el s gs m&%ﬁ“ the thread"bountmlifbr m the
 fairs Minister  Quality, it i L
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Musemn in the citx 3
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tmdver mstzlm . and popularize o ;
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“locally p Vhite Corpus cotton. It Bangla National Museum Board of

gy rorf'bemg handmade, di- Trustees Chairman M Azizur Rahman,
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w"mwmgtommmwmmm by o it
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glory and our pride ‘Muslin’, Ourintention ~ glory of Muslin, theeountr?has lntits
is to popularize the story and inspire itsre-  pride, he said.
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Editorial | 118

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2016

Muslin festival shows the

value of heritage

aturday evening’s cultural show at Ahsan Manzil on the
history of muslin marks the month-long Muslin Festival being
undertaken by Drik and the Bangladesh National Museum in
partnership with Aarong. 2
The festival is the culmination of a two-year-long project to
research and tell the story of the renowned textile which forms an
important part of Dhaka and Bengal's heritage.
Muslin’s past, present, and future is being showcased in a variety
of events taking place around the city, which includes artifacts loaned
from overseas and the inauguration of a new gallery at the National
Museum.
The organisers are to be commended for the innovative way in
which they are linking historical scholarship with workshops and film

The innovative way

presentations to inspire new interest in reviving this legendary textile. ;

For hundreds of years, the famed lightmess and distinctive g 2 i
motifs of Bengal Muslin attracted trade and brought acdaim for the £ 1N Which the festival
craftsmanship of Bengali weavers and artists. Dhaka Muslin, which £ showcases muslin brlngs
was produced from a now extinct variety of cotton, achieved unique g hSt 0 If
status and its influence can still be traced across many aspects of our £ history ire

nation’s culture.

In itself, there is much to racount in the historical impact made
by the artistry and fine quality associated with Bengal Muslin, which
made it much sought after in both Mughal and European courts.

What is most exciting about this month’s celebration of muslin,
however, is the exhibition’s investigation of the potential of reviving
muslin production and exploration of ways to integrate it with high-
end contemporary clothing designs.

It is an insightful way to bring history to life and inspire new

The Muslin Festival is a timely reminder of the value of supporting
Bangladesh’s rich heritage of important historical sites.

O | sk al i - s ¥ . P T A o L
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Museum in the capital Is showcasing the history of traditional munsiin weaving, an ant on the verge of extinction
in the country, The month-long exhibition and festival has been jointly organised by Aasrong and Drik Gallery in
tollaboration with the museum. The photo was taken yesterday SYED ZAKIER HOSSAIN
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A month Iong Muslin.

Festival 2016 kicked off on «
Friday in the city, with an
aim to help revive the lost .

heritage of the country.
Finance Minister AMA
Muhith inaugurated the fes-
tival . at
National Museum (BNM)..
Drik, Aarong and BNM '
have jointly organised: the
event at the main auditori-
um'of BNM at Shahhagh in
the ¢ity, -~ ¢
‘The ministry of cultuml

affaifs is. providing support... along .

1o the festival that will con-
tinue until March 3, 2016.
‘The speakers at the inau-
gural ceremony of the festi-
val advocated for joint
efforts by the government,
and the private sector for
the revival of the nation's
lost heritage of Muslin, a

legendary fabric of | h'un- ;

Bangladesh'

th‘éds{ofymo ik
They. also recommended'
for raising awareness about

Muslin's history, its artistic’

and  commercial . role
amongst ' the people ‘of

Bnngladwhandodmn cuun---.

tries of the world.
Muslin which

/during Roman' times was’
produced’ from' a cotton
plant that grcw exclusively

rivers

This fabric was used by
royalty and traded by the

English East = India
Company, until its 'demise’

., in the nineteenth century.

The month-long festival

'is/the culmination of over!
| two years .of research by
‘| Drik into’ the ‘history. of

-Mushn team will showcase

|wa-5.i LA
-‘namdasGangdtchJslm  the ‘address’ of welcom

‘the openmg ccremony
‘Chairman of the Board of  the

The Financial Express

artifacts' ' including . redl

Muslin and ' also the' new
melm woven  during the

Trustees of BNM M Azizur

guest. on the . occasion
Gllltllrﬂl Aﬁ'ﬂm Minister
an Noor sug-

geswd joint public and pri-.

'vate initiatives for reviving
the past glory of Muslin that -
will also help boost the
' country's export. =

"We want to work for the
rcvwal of Muslin," he said.

He thanked Drik for car-
_rying . out - research on
‘Muslin, its current status

Finance Hlnlstnr AMA Muhlﬂy_ saen Irl tha openlng cnrornony of a mont:h-long Muslin Festival 2016 which

— FE Photo

_and ﬁiture p:bsmbﬁmes

- Speaking as the chief
g‘t’lcst at the mnt ‘inanc

 He said the Muslin was
eliminated by Manchester-
based textiles traders during
the East India Company
rule in undivided India,
d . He u,lged the young gen-
"mtioorfo ‘be a part of the

event to know more about
“rich ' heritage of
Bangladesh's Muslin.

.nr:ummm@m Wta (0f. . Later the fidance minister
Speaking as the specml

releanad commemorative
‘postal stamps of Tk 5 and

Tk 10 denominations and
gav.e honorary ' crests to

_Some weavers.

Chief Executive Officer

(CEQ) of Drik Saiful Islam,

. senior . director of . Brac
‘Enterprise - Tamara Abed
. and senior - curator of
‘ Nictoria + and - Albert

- Museum: of UK Rosemary.

Crill were present, among
others,
talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Muslin history revisited

Cultural Correspondent

THE history of the onceim-
mensely popular muslin,
a lightweight cotton fabric
of plain weave, is being
revisited through a month-

long festival that opened at (8
Bangladesh National Mu-.

seum on Friday.

The festival features an .

exhibition, a culwral and
fashion show,
launches of a book, a com-
memorative stamp and a
documentary on the making
of muslin in Dhaka that had
been home to the finest of its
clothes for centuries.

Drik organised the event
in association with the mu-
seum and Arong afier years

- of research and investigation
into the history of muslin
and with the aim of creating
awareness and exploring its
future potential.

Finance minister Abul
Maal Abdul Muhith inaugu-
rated the festival on Friday.
Among others, cultural af-
fairs minister Asaduzzaman
Noor and secretary Aktari
Mumtaj, Saiful Islam. chief
executive officer of Drik,
Tamara Abed, senior direc-
tor of BRAC, and Rosemary
Crill, senior curator of Vic-
toria and Albert Museum of
London, were also present
on the occasion. :

“Muslin had clothed the
world's aristocrats till 19th
century. It's an invaluable

«part of our history. The or-
ganisers [of the festival] have
done an excellent job by

Finance minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith moves around in an exhibition on

National Museum in the capital on Friday.

bringing to the fore the lost
art of muslin,” Muhith said.

Noor, in his speech,
stressed the need for reviv-
ing the tradition. Drik has
lighted the way that we
can follow to get muslin
registered as an intangible
cultural heritage element of
UNESCO; he said.

The festival is the prod-
uct of a two-year
conducted by a team led by
"Gaiful Islam that traced the
roots of muslin and bow it
was manufactured and sub-
sequently fell into disuse
and so on.

“We have tried in every
possible way to unearth and
collect historical evidence re-
lated to the fabric, Important-

ly, we've been able to create a
new version of it called New
Age Muslin, which is now
on display at the exhibition’
said Saiful Islam.

The month-ong exhibi-
tion, Muslin Revival, brings
forth an opportunity to see
original muslin clothes bor-
rowed from several British
museums and a richly-in-
formed display of the process
of the making of muslin. The
New Age Muslin was created
by the research team with
help from local weavers.

A research publication
titled Muslin: Our Story,
also launched at the inaugu-
ration ceremony. The book,
said Drik's managing direc-

in month-long etival’

muslin clothes at
— New Age photo

tor Shahidul Alam in an
introductory remark on i,
‘presents the past, present
and future of muslin.’

The five local weavers
who helped create the New
Age Muslin were awarded

- honorary crests at the open-
ing ceremony.

* A cultural and fashion
show titled Muslin Night
will be held at Ahsan Man-
7il today while a daylong in-
ternational seminar will be
held at the Sufia Kamal Au-
ditorium of Bangladesh Na-
tional Museum on Sunday.

The exhibition, being
held at the Nalinikanta
Bhattashali Gallery of the
museum, will remain open
for all until March 3.

-
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Muslin s

Cultural Correspondent

AN AWE-INSPIRING dis-
play of muslin clothes and
pic'  ; designs and texts
offersag a glimpse into the
storied history of the fabric
is now underway at the Na-
linikanta Bhattashali Gallery
of Bangladesh National Mu-
seum,

The month-long exhibi-
tion, which began on Friday,
is part of the Muslin Festival
jointly organised by Drik
and the museum in associa-
tion with Arong.

The festival is the prod-
uct of a two-vear research
conducted by a team that
traced the roots of muslin, a
lightweight cotton fabric of
plain weave, and how it was
manufactured and subse-
uently fell into disuse and
50 on. The aim is to generate
ren~ved awareness of the
fat  and explore its future
potential.

The exhibitiop, curated
v Rezaur Rahman, features
soth original muslin clothes
sorrowed from several Brit-
sh museums and a new
version of it — the New Age
Muslin - created by the re-
search team with help from
ocal weavers.

As the visitors go through
hem, they are acquainted
~ith the history and the pro-
:ess of the making of muslin,

Visitors ‘ook at clothes of muslin on display at Bangladesh National Museum.

the finest versions of which
were created in Dhaka that
had, for centuries, clothed
the world’s aristacrats.

The venue — Nalinikanta
Bhattashali Gallery — was
given a new look to suit
the occasion. The entrance
welcomes you with a tapes-
try titled Muslin's Story on
Muslin,

The informative fur
nishing, done on a piece of
muslin, takes vou on a jour-

ney back in time presenting
historical events related to
muslin from"400BC up to
1800CE through pictures,
designs and texts.

Chinese traveller Yuan
Chwang’s words describ-
ing muslin as ‘the cloth like
the light vapours of dawn.'
hung on the wall beside the
tapestry, ushers the visitors
into the fascimating world
of muslin that gave birth to
many stories and fables.

—-Sony Ramany

One such story is: Dha-
ka's muslin cloth was so fine
and delicate that vards of it
could be passed through a
finger ring. Another story
involves Mughal emperor
Aurangazeb, who is said
to have scolded his daugh-
ter Zebunnesa for wearing
nothing on her even though
she was wearing seven lay-
ersof muslin.

Stories and legends apart,

- the exhibition also presents

OW Inspires awe

facts substantiated with pi
tures, statistics, and maps.

Visitors who thronged th
gallery on Friday and Satu
day expressed their wond:

- at the collection of things n

lated to the fabric that the
knew only by name.

It's interesting to kno
how muslin was. produce
through a tedious process b
the artisans and how it grac
ually fell into disuse,’ sai
Lasiah, an Australian visi
ing the gallery on Saturday.

.The yarn for musli
was collected from a plar
known as Phuti Karpas th:
grew in abundance in an
around Dhaka but is n
longer known to exist.

The exhibition show
photographs of the plar
and provides informatio
about it.

A few specimens ¢
Dhakai muslin and Furc
pean muslin, the latter prc
duced by European mam
facturers by imitating th
Bengal muslin known a
Gangetic muslin, are on dis
play.

‘I had never seen musli
before; T only heard storie
about it. The display is quit
stunning, to say the least
said Janpatul Ruhi, anothe
visitor.

The exhibition will re
main open for all unt
March 3.
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What is muslin? The fables of the ancient
times when Roman ladies would ¢lad their
bodies with this finely woven fabric only tell
us how muslin was treasured worldwide but
it tells us little about how muslin s like. The
Chinese explorers who have come in contact
with the white piece of finesse have tried to
explain muslin by comparing it to the mist of
dawn. However, we have only heard of the
incredible feeling of running one's fingers
over a muslin sari for the art of weaving
muslin was lest during the British reign.

The prized possession of the royalties and
the aristocracy, the witness of the veils of
time was suddenly gone when the fabric of
the industrial revolution felt threatened by
the fame of the hand woven muslin.

The magical weavers of muslin on the
bank of Meghna, the only place where the
special cotton for muslin could be grown,
were tortured to a stop. The Phuti Karpas
went extinct and all hopes of leaving a piece
of muslin for the generations to come
seemed to disappear; until now,

Drik, with its extensive research of two

Bangladesh is world renowned for the
quality of its handicrafts. Artists across the
country are responsible for some of the
most beautiful works of art that are
reflective of Bangladesh and its rich
heritage and culture. Many a times some of
these hard working artist and craftsmen
come to be unrecognized. Since 2010, the
National Arts of Council of Bangladesh, as

The revival of mustn

years on the re-weaving of muslin; Aarong,
with its zeal to keep alive the lone survivor
of the muslin weaving era, and The National
Museum have come together to fight
against the oblivion and to revive our glori-
ous past of exquisite weaving.

Friday, February 5, was the celebration of
the achievement of this partnership.
Together with thousands of artisans whao still
dream of the mastery of their ancestors, they
have recreated the fabled muslin and
opened it for the yearning eyes.

The opening ceremony of Muslin Festival
2016 was a testament to our glorious past.
Honourable Finance Minister, Abul Maal
Abdul Muhith as the chief guest;
Asaduzzaman Noor, Honourable Cultural
Minister as the special guest; Aktari Mumtaz,
Cultural Affairs Secretary; M Azizur Rahman,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,
Bangladesh National Museum; Saiful islam,
CEO of Drik; Tamara Abed, Senior Director,
Brac Enterprise and Rosemary Crill, Senior
Curator, Victoria and Albert Museum were
present at the inauguration,

Awards at Dhanmond

well as the Bengal Foundation has sought
to celebrate these achievements by
organizsng the Mastercraftsperson Awards
and Crafts Fair.

The people who attended the fair were
greeted by rich colours and brilliant
pieces. The variety and sheer excellence of
the craftsmans”  involved in the
production wa. _ciking, Sculptures made

The program started with a trailer of the
45-min film “Legend of the Loom" by Drik.
Reminiscence of the magic of muslin and
the will to reclaim it as our proud culture
was the theme of the day. A book titled
“Muslin. Our Story“was launched on the
occasion. Five and ten taka stamps com-
memorating the story of muslin were issued
by the Bangladesh Post Office.

The artisans who worked to weave the
new muslin were also honoured on the
event.

As part of the festival, the distinguished
guests opened a month long exhibition
titled “Muslin Revival” at the Nalinikanta
Bhattashali Galley, Bangladesh National
Museum. It is a unigue celebration of culture
in that the exhibition appeals not only to the
eyes but to all of the senses. It starts by
leading you through the woven history of
muslin and ends with engulfing you into the
roots of magic.

The exhibition showcases real muslin
artifacts and the new muslin woven by the
weavers of Drik muslin team. Modern dresses

of wood and bamboo with rich vibrant
hues were showcased along with
immaculate hand woven lungis,
beautifully brocaded saris and shawls.
There was also a fantastic collection of
unique ornaments made out of conch
shell, Styrofoam, porcelain as well as
beautiful bags made of 'taar*' which
showcased the endlesscree iy of these

designed with the new muslin by designers
Aneeth Arora, Darshan Shah, Humaira Khan,
Kuhu Plamondon, Lucky Hossain, Rezia
Wahid, Roxana Mariam, Saif Osmani, Santanu
Das, Soumitra Mondal, and Tenzing Chakma
are also highlighted in the gallery.

Curated by ASM Rezaur Rahman, the
exhibition is already a hit among the numer-
ous visitors who were elated by the sensory
experience.

Muslin Festival 2016 is supported by the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs and organised by
Drik and Bangladesh National Museum in
partnership with Aarong. A cultural show at
Ahsan Manzil on February 6 and a day-long
discussion at Bangladesh National Museum
on February 7 were also arranged as parts of
the festival.

Exhibition: Muslin Revival

Date: February 5- March 3

Time: (Sat-Wed) 9.30am to 4.30pm; (Fri-
day) 2.30pm- 7.30pm; (closed on Thursdays)

Venue: Nalinikanta Bhattashali Gallery,
Bangladesh National Museum
By Afsin Ahmed

master craftsmen.

The event ran from February 5 to
February 8. The Zainul Abedin Prize for
Taant Shilpo went to Rajjak. Potua Kamrul
Hasan Prize for Shonkho Shilpi went to
Onup Nag while Nitto Malakar picked up
the Rashid Chowdhury Prize. The Tofael
Ahmed Prize went to Rani Pal. All of the
winners also got a cash prize of Tk50,000.



inance Minister AMA Muhith (2nd from left), Cultural Affairs Minister for Asaduzzaman Noor (left), with other guests watch art work at Muslin Festival
t Kabi Sufia Kamal Auditorium of Bangladesh National Museum in the capital yesterday. INDEPENDENT PHOTO
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Month-long Muslin Festival
begins at National Museum

DL REPORTER

he month-long
Muslin Festival
: 2016 began

yesterday at the main
auditorium of Bangladesh National
Museum in the city’s Shahbag
area. Finance Minister Abul Maal
Muhith was present as the Chief
Guest and Cultural Affairs Minister
Asaduzzzaman Noor was the
special guest at the inauguration;
Cultural Affairs Secretary Aktari
Mumtaz; Chairman of the Board

of Trustees, Bangladesh National
Museum M Azizur Rahman; CEO of
Drik, Saiful islam; Senior Director,
BRAC Enterprise, Tamara Abed and
Senior Curator, Victoria and Albert
Museum, Rosemary Crill were
present during the inauguration.
The exhibition has been curated by
ASM Rezaur Rahman.

A trailer of the 45-min film

‘Legend of the Loom’ by Drik was
released during the opening of

the festival. ‘Muslin. Our Story’, a
book was also launched during the
opening,

Cultural Affairs Minister
Asaduzzaman Noor said, “Drik has
taken the initiative of researching
the story of muslin and our country's
linkage to its rich history, its current
status and also future possibilities.
Information and artefacts, many lost
over time, have been uncovered and
the Ministry of Culture has given
its full support to this initiative.
Through the Ministry’s active
guidance, a partnership has been
established between Drik and the
Bangladesh National Museum to
raise awareness amongst the public
and to drive further research into
this area of enormous cultural
significance.”

Abul Maal Muhith praised the
initiative and wished success for the

initiative.

He urged the young generation
to be a part of the event to know
more about the rich heritage of
Bangladesh.

As parts of the festival, a special
cultural evening has been designed
to be conducted at Ahsan Manzil
today, where muslin’s past, present
and future will be displayed through
a cultural show; and a day-long
discussion session will be held

" tomorrow at Kabi Sufia Kamal

Auditorium, Bangladesh National
Museum as a part of this festival.
Muslin Festival 2016'is supported
by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs
and organised by Drik and
Bangladesh National Museum
in partnership with Aarong. The
festival has been designed with a
range of activities throughout the
month till March 3. @

PHOTOS: JAKI ZAMAN
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Muslin Night’ inSpirs ho
to revive long lost glory

her dance troupe Shadhoni

NAZIR HOSSAIN
was scripted by Saymon Ze
gnoring the directed by Sabbir Ahmed
Ihite of a winter Finally, a dazzling fashio
evening under was held displaying currer
the open sky, everyone styles and design, along wi
vas gathered at the premises of Muslin, dresses made by 1
egendary Ahsan Manzil of Old designers from the UK, Int
Bangladesh.

>haka to be a part of a captivating
went titled ‘Muslin Night' on
jaturday. The show, as a part of
ngoing month-long ‘Muslin Festival
J016" was designed to remind the
on/ .t gloryof Muslin—once a
yrestigious heritage of Bengal which
ieclined with the establishment of
he East India Company’s monopoly
sver the trade of Bengal. After the
sattle of Palashi (1757), the trade
»f other European companies and
traders belonging to other nationals
practically came to a stop.
Organised by Drik and Bangladesh
National Museum, in partnership

Earlier on February 5, a
long ‘Muslin Festival 2016’
the Bangladesh National
the city’s Shahbag area.

+ Muslin project is organi
investigate the potential o
Muslin production and ex
this sought for textile of tk
can integrate with contenr
clothing designs. The festi
focuses ta tell the story of
Muslin, the fabled fabric ¢
its unique history and cor
through a series of events
activities. The festival's ai1
recreate the story of this 1

PHTOS: JAKI ZAMAN

with Aarong and supported by the

Ministry of Cultural Affairs, the Corporation, Faizul Latif Chowdhury, as a trendy and popular designer'’s textile that was used by W

event, especially ‘Muslin Night, had  director general of Bangladesh choice once again. Mughal courts, raise awai

become the talk of the town since it National Museum, Gowher Rizvi, Then, a laser-light visual its rich heritage and the d

was announced to be held. foreign affairs adviser to the Prime presentation on the history of Muslin  impact it had upon the w
Saturday’s ‘Muslin Night' kicked Minister and Saiful Islam, CEO of was displayed, which was followed terms of textile artistry ar

off with a series of speeches by Drik. Each and everyone appreciated by a dance-drama titled ‘Haow ay trade.

Rashed Khan Menon, minister for the outstanding initiative and Indrojaal’ to show the rise and fall The festival has been d
civil aviation and tourism, Sayeed extended their support with the hope  of Muslin. The dance-drama was with a range of activities-
Khokon, mayor of Dhaka South City  that Muslin can make a comeback presented by Lubna Marium and the month till March 3. ¢




Shadhona
brings dance
dramaon
muslin

i Showtime Desk

A distinctive dance production on muslin,
Hawaye Indrojal, will be performed today at
the Ahsan Manzil ay 6pm the capital as part
of Muslin Festival 2016 at 6pm. Although the
performance is confined to selected guests
only, it will be aired on Channel i.

Performed by the dancers of Shadhona,
Hawaye Indrojal is a story based on the
extraordinary history of muslin weaving in
Bangladesh (previously East Bengal) and is
related by the creative artisans themselves.
Commencing from the unique conditions
that fostered the cultivation of this special
cotton, the story weaves its way through
the centuries when muslin captured the
imagination of royalty across the world.
Alongside depicting the glory of muslin,
the production also sheds light on the
exploitation of the crafts; the effects of the
colonising forces which lead to decline of the
industry,

Choreographed by Shabbir Ahmed Khan,
this unique piece of dance production
wrapped up under the artistic direction of
Lubna Marium. Written by Saymon Zakaria
and theatrically directed by Shamim Hasan,
the production’s music is arranged by Nirjher
Chowdhury and Rokon Emon while Anusheh
Anadil, Nadia Dora, Dunia and Liton lent
their voices, »
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Muslin night dazzles audience
at Ahsan Manzil

_ultural Correspondent

T WAS a night of rmis]in, :

he historic lightweight cot-
on fabric of plain weave,
nd’ rything there is to
mnov. ..ad see about it.

» The Muslin Night —as the
:vent was so expressly titled
- dazzled the grounds and
mvirons of Ahsan Manzl
n Old Dhaka on Saturday,
eaturing a number of events
ncluding a dance drama,
ashion show, laser show
ind the trailer of a documen-
ary on muslin.

The event was part of a
nonth-long muslin festival
srganised jointly by Drik
ind Bangladesh National
Museum in association with
Arong.

Muslim Festival is the
oroduct of a two-vear re-
search condiicted by a team
hat traced the roots of mus-
in and showed how it was
ng ctured and subse-
juenuy fell into disuse and
50 on. The aim is to create
enewed interest in the fab-
ic and explore its future po-
ential.

Saturday’s Muslin Night
vas attended by * several
housand guests, includ-
ng finance minister Abul
Maal Abdul Mubhit, cultural
ffairs minister Asaduzza-
nan Noor, civil aviation and
ourism minister Rashed
(han  Menon, mayer  of

Dhaka south city corpora-
tion Sayeed Khokon, and
international affairs advisor
to prime minister Dr Gowher
Rizvi.

The event began with
the launch of a trailer of a
documentary titled Legend
of the Loom, which showed
the findings of the research
team.

Soon, the audience mem-
bers were reacquainted
with the stories of the fabric
through a dance drama titled
Hawaye Indrojal, scripted by
Savmon Zakaria and direct-
ed by Lubna Marium.

Dirccted by  Sabbir

Ahmed Khan, the drama
portraved the history of
muslin and showed how
and when it flourished and
how it nltimately ceased to
be produced. A bunch of
Sadhona artistes performed
at the production. '

Afterwards, 'a fashion
show was held, in which
models displayed varieties of
mushin desigoned by 12 noted
designers from Bangladesh,
India and UK.

The models also displayed
a collection of Arong’s jam-
dani, the only variety of mus-
lin said to exist till date, di-
vided into six seasons. Drik's

Sadhona artistes present a dance drama, top, a medel performs i
_a fashion show at Ahsan Manzil on Saturday. - Ali Hessain Mint

A month-long muslin
hibition is also underway :
the Nalinikanta Bhattasha
Gallerv.

New Age Muslin, which was
created with help from local
weavers, was also displaved
at the show,
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STAR
Visitors crowd the month-long muslin festival at Bangladesh National Museum in

Dhaka yesterday.

Fund research on
muslin: analysts

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The government should provide finan-
cial assistance to researchers and weav-
ers of muslin to revive the lost glory of
the fine cotton fabric, analysts said
yesterday.

The revival of muslin is important as it
has a historic and commercial value, said
Mustafizur Rahman, executive director of
the Centre for Policy Dialogue.

“From the Indian subcontinent, espe-.
cially from Dhaka, muslin worth 28 lakh
rupeeswas shipped to different countries,
particularly those in Europe, in 1789,"
Rahman said. He spoke at a seminar on
how to revive muslin at Bangladesh
National Museum in Dhaka.

“History shows that muslin had a
commercial value. Time has come to
revive it, but'we need to discover the real

muslin yamn first,” hesaid.

An expert committee is working to
discover the real cotton needed to spin
muslin yarn, Rahman said.

Skilled weavers of today’s jamdani, a
handloom cotton fabric, can easily adapt
muslin weaving and designs as their
forefathers were the original muslin
weavers, he said.

Hameeda Hossain, a human rights
activist and academic, said the govern-
ment should set up a muslin museum to
preserve and showcase the glory of the
product for which Bangladesh was once
famous worldwide.

“Itis a pity that we preserved very little
of our muslin heritage. We do not have a
textile museum to protect our heritage
and legacy for the next generation,”
Hameeda said.

READ MORE ON B3



PHOTO: KAZX TAHSIN AGAZ APURBO

Reputed dance school Shadhona staged their new production “Hawaye Indrojal” at the

Ahsan Manzil premises on Saturday (February 6), as part of the ongoing Muslin
Fem.mmubmdmhmhmﬂmmmmhﬂ
Bengal (now Bangladesh), related by the artisans themselves. The specially commis-
slmadmdudhn (by festival organizers Drik) showcased the glory of muslin and the
_exploitation of the craftspeople by the colonising British, leading to the ultimate
destruction of the industry. Shabbir Ahmed Khan Biju directed the production, based
on Saymon Zakaria's script. Shadhona's artistic director Lubna Marium, noted dance
exponent, was in charge of artistic direction, costume and set design, while Nirjher
Chowdhury and Rokon Emon did the music.

Fund research on muslin: analysts

FROM PAGE B1
Dhaka was the main production hub
for muslin fabrics, although the same
product was made in other places as
well, shesaid.

“We need regular photo exhibi-
tions of muslin products so that peo-
ple can understand its potential. We
also need to recognise the challenges
and reasons that forced weavers to
leave the profession, ” shesaid.

Md Farid Uddin, executive director
of Bangladesh Cotton Development

Board, called for collection, identifi-
cation and preservation of muslin for
itsrevival.

“There are 520 kinds of germplasm
of cotton, and the cotton develop-
ment board has set up a germplasm
centre for identification of the genetic
resources of cotton from which mus-
lin was made,” Farid Uddinsaid.

During her visit to the textiles and
jute ministry, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina directed officials to revive
muslin as it has a commercial value,

said Jamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury,
an additional secretary to the indus-
tries ministry.

Rosemary Crill, senior curator of
South Asian textiles and dresses at the
Victoria and Albert Museum in
London, presented a keynote at the
seminar.

Drik, Bangladesh National
Museum, and Aarong are co-
organising a month-long muslin
exhibition on the national museum
premises.



Bangladesh's fabled fabric needs a boost

gﬁibune Report,

Bangladesh’s legendary muslin fabric is in need of
support, participants at a discussion on reviving the
marvellous material heard on Sunday.

Speakers at the “Revival of Muslin: Policies and
Institutions” workshop said government support as
well as private initiative were needed to promote
the legendary textile and protect the artisans who
weave it,

“A major intervention is needed from the public
sector to promote muslin and to protect the liveli-
hood of muslin artisans,” researcher and rights activ-
ist Hamida Hossain said in her address at the Begum
Sufia Kamal Auditorium in the Bangladesh National
Museum,

The effort to revive jamdani and muslin, whose
manufacture was systematically decimated by the
British colonial authorities, is part of a larger process
to reclaim the heritage of this textile and to promote
brand Bangladesh globally, speakers said.

The workshop is one of several events this month
during Muslin Festival 2016, organised by Drik, Aar-
ong and Bangladesh National Museum.

In 2013, Bangladesh’s jamdani muslin was includ-
ed in the list of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangi-
ble Heritage of Humanity by Unesco.

Artisans and investors alike need government
support, preferably through a public-private partner-
ship arrangement, speakers said. One member of the
audience suggested that a Tks0 crore fund be set up
to support the revival of muslin,

Speakers at the discussion admitted that little was

Muslin Lights
adance drama
6 slagecd ot
Lhe bustori
Ahsan Man il
Ol Dhalea

yesterday

as part of an

A DHAR

known about the international demand for the textile
and said research into this was needed.

The history of muslin goes back at least a millenni-
um and the fabric’s origins are shrouded in mystery.

Marro Polo described the luxurious fabric in 1208
in his Travels, saying it was made in Mosul in Iraq,
from which it was said to take its name.

Others have claimed that the textile was made in
the southern Indian coastal town of Masulipatnam.

Neither claim has ever been proven.

As early as the 10th century, Arab traders de-
scribed an exceedingly fine cloth originating in
Bengal,

What is known for certain is that in the 17th
and 18th centuries, Mughal Bengal emerged as the
foremost muslin exporter in the world, with Dhaka as
capital of the worldwide muslin trade.

At the end of the 16th century the English traveler
Ralph Fitch wrote admiringly about the muslin of
Sonargaon. Earlier in the same century, Portuguese
traveler Duarte Barbosa also described the muslin of
what is now Bangladesh.

In Central Asia, muslin is referred to as “daka,” a
reference to Dhaka’s central role in the production
and trade of the fabric.

The fine gauze has several commercial
applications and is used in cerebrovascular
Neurosurgery.

The discussion was chaired by Mustafizur
Rahman, executive director of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue. Speakers included Industries Secretary
Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan and Additional Secretary
Jamal Abdul Naser Chowdhury. «
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CHECK ITOUY

DRIK SET TO HOST THE MUSLIN FESTIVAL

The Muslin Festival, hosted by Drik in collaboration with
Aarong and Bangladesh National Museum is set to start this
February. The month-long national exhibition will open at
the Nalini Kanta Bhattashali Gallery, Bangladesh National
Museum on 5 February, where Drik will present muslin
artefacts and share the exciting story behind this famed
fabric.

The opening will also feature a book launch that will
inform the readers about the origins of muslin, its links with
Bengal and Europe and will also cover the journey that Drik
undertook to discover its roots.

The book, titled "Muslin - Our Story’ will feature stunning
imagery taken by world-class photographers as well as
other rare historical images. A trailer of the documentary
film 'Legend of the Loom' will also be screened on opening
day and promises some interesting spoilers,

Following its opening, the Festival will host a Muslin
Night on 6 February at Ahsan Manzil. The event is designed
to boost public awareness of muslin's history and also to
display the revival of muslin weaving.

The legendary Lubna Marium and her dance group,
Shadhona are set to perfarm the Muslin story against a
historical setting. On the night, the current jamdani styles
will also be displayed by Aarong and the future of muslin
will be portrayed through dresses made by fashion design-
ers from the UK, India and Bangladesh.

The Muslin Night will be followed by a day of seminars
and workshops on 7 February. The seminars and workshops
will provide a platform for national and international
experts to discuss some of the issues including muslin's
future, its legacy in Bangladesh and to develop plans for
marketing the product. It Is an open event with seats
reserved on a first-come-first-served basis.

On 8 February, the Muslin Tour of Panam Nagar,
Sonargaon and adjoining jamdani villages is set to take
place. You can look at the old buildings of Sanargaon and
revisit their history.

The tour will include a look around the English factory
bulldings where muslin was collected, assessed and packed
prior to shipment, You can also meet the weavers who are
responsible for producing the most wonderful designs of
jamdani on the loom.

Drik is extremely excited to be hosting the Muslin
Festival. Saiful Islam, the CEO of Drik had this to say, “Muslin
is a story that initially came to us. Stepney Trust in UK
wanted to do an exhibition, When we started to inquire

about the cloth, we found that there were more dimensions
to the story then simply the fine fabric and its designs.
Initially what seemed like simply a craft revealed multiple
dimensions including political, cultural, colonial, and social
ones, Finding those dimensions made us look deeper,
wider, It enlarged the radius of our enquiry, made us search
for the plant, the spinners and weavers, even the garments
themselves, which were missing.”

He added, “On the one side, you see that it's so rich and
50 loved by the world. Then, you lock at the other side and
you quickly discover Bangladesh has nothing. no records,
no artefacts. We realised we needed to do justice, to
uncover the full story behind muslin and fill in these large
missing gaps. We started ta get involved in the weaving
and became involved in the actual art of muslin. We also
started to wonder what had happened to the cotton plant.
What started from a research viewpoint quickly moved

into the practical area. We evolved into hands-on
researchers’

He further added, "All along our aim was to establish an
authentic story of muslin with all its dimensions, to make an
effort at inspiring ather people to revive a lost art and to
also bring respect and attention to the craftspeople behind
this story. The real people are not you and me but the weav-
ers and the farmers. | think that these people need to be
recognised and acknowledged as the herves behind the
woven air of muslin”

The Muslin Festival is set to kick off on 5 February. Whilst
we have heard of muslin before, this will be the first time
that we can take a more informative and authentic look at
muslin, its origins and its future.

By Naveed Naushad
Photo: Tapash Paul - Drik
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MUSLIN COTTON : Glorious history of Bangladesh

February 10, 2016 12:01 am - 0 Comments Views: 55

by Md Tasdigur Rahman

COTTON has glorious historical reference in this part of the world called Bangladesh. Muslin is a brand name of
pre-colonial Bengal textiles, especially of Dhaka origin. According to archives, there is a reference of 1830 as the then
district magistrate of Dhaka in his dispatch to the House of Commons in the Great Britain mentioned the cultivation of very
fine quality of cotton in Dhaka, especially in areas along the west bank of the River Meghna, including Sonargaon, Kapasia,
Manohardi and Narsingdi.

This cotton was used in making the finest quality of fabric known as *muslin’ which has a history in the world. The textile
industries of Bengal are very old. Bengal cotton fabrics were exported to Roman and Chinese empires and they are
mentioned in Ptolemy’s Geography and the Periplus of the Erytharean Sea, and by the ancient Chinese travellers. It attracted
foreign and transmarine buyers after the establishment of the Mughal capital at Dhaka. The muslin industry of Dhaka
received patronage from Mughal emperors and Mughal nobility. A huge quantity of the finest sort of Muslin was procured
for the use of the Mughal emperors, provincial governors and high officials and nobles.

In the great 1851 exhibition of London, the Dhaka muslin occupied a prominent place, attracted a large number of visitors
and the British press spoke very highly of the marvellous fabric. Dhaka muslin was in great demand on the national and the
international market. The traders were active at Dhaka. Local businessmen procured the cotton goods from buyers and were
ready with cash in hand. Foreign traders came from far-off countries like Arabia, [ran, Armenia, in the west, and China,
Malaya and Java, in the east. Government officials procured various types of muslin which they sent to Delhi for the use of
emperors and ministers.

The finest sort of muslin was made of phuti cotton, which was grown in certain localities on the banks of the River
Brahmaputra and its branches. The other kinds of cotton called bairait and deshi were of inferior quality and were cultivated
in different parts of Dhaka and its neighbouring areas. They were used for manufacturing slightly inferior and coarse
clothes. The people involved in the manufacture of cloth, from the cleaner to the maker of thread and the person who did the
actual weaving belonged to a family of weavers, or, if the family was small, to three families joined together to manufacture
the cloth.

There are four types of cotton in the world. Among them, Gossypium arboreum and Gossypium herbacium were cultivated
in the Indian subcontinent millions of years ago and were commonly referred to as deshi cotton species. Gossypium
arboreum is under commercial cultivation only in the Indian subcontinent. It is interesting to know that the British
introduced American cotton species Gossipium hirsutum in 1790 and tried hard for 150 years to replace the deshi cotton
with the American cotton. They did not succeed. In 1947, when the

British left India, at least 97.0 per cent of the cotton used was deshi. Now 37 per cent of subcontinent areas are under
American cotton cultivation and 3 per cent under deshi cotton cultivation.

Why did the British try so hard to displace the muslin with the American cotton? The world’s finest cotton cloth from G
arboreum fibre had been traditionally produced in India for more than 5,000 years. Indian cotton fabric, Calico and Dhaka
muslin cotton had been the main exports to Britain for about 100 years before the British enforced a ban in the 1721 AD act,
prohibiting calicoes and cotton import from India because of the collapse of their domestic wool industry.

How can we revive the glory of muslin? It may not be easy to accept the opinion instantaneously, but with some good
thinking, it would not be difficult to propose that the future of American cotton lies in muslin. The recent challenges of the
ever-increasing cost of chemical inputs and labour scarcity have been pushing cotton cultivation towards an unsustainable
level and marginalised profits. The current American cotton hybrid systems that predominate more than 95 per cent of the
cotton area in Bangladesh do not fall in the category of sustainable approaches. These hybrids are expensive to cultivate,
input-intensive and run the constant risk of collapsing under high sensitivity to biotic and abiotic stresses.

To revive muslin cotton, we need the following: (a) search germplasm around the world; (b) collect germplasms from gene
bank; (c) research programmes should be carried out; (d) communication nationality and internationally; (e) awareness
development; (f) skilled human resources; and {g) support from government and donor agencies.

Md Tasdiqur Rahman is deputy director of the Cotton Development Board.
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USLIN FESTIVAL

2016

Drik would like to tell the story of Bengal
Muslin, the fabled labric of Bengal, its
unique history and contribution through a

of events and activities. Our aim is to
ale the story of this legendary textile
hat was L by Westem and Mughal
courls, rai awarene: f its rich heritage
and the tinctive impact it had upon the
warld in terms of textile artistry and global
trade.

0

partnership with Aarong and Bangladesh
National Musaum. The project will investi-
gate the potential of reviving Muslin produc-
tion and explore how this sought for textile
of the past integrate with contemporary
clothing designs

being produced by Drik fulfills all

of Bengal Muslin in terms of
fhread count and even motifs

Id not be confused with the

i Muslin, which was

variety of cotton

windred years.

legendary Dhe
produced from a spec
which s extinct for over

The Origin of Muslin:
The origins of Bengal cotton are
years old. Historically, Bengal M
been recognised as a cotton fabr
legendary lightness and distincti
many world travellers. Hand woven from

@ thousand

Drik would like to tell the
story of Bengal Muslin

PARTNER

-by Tauhidul Islam Apu

uncommaonly delicate hand spun
yarn in villages near Dhaka, Muslin
was produced from a cotton plant
that grew exclusively along the
banks of a certain siretch of the
Brahmaputra river.The finished cloth
was sought by royalty and traded
globally across countries of the
Middile East, Europe.etc. while

eaming enormous revenue for those

involved in its trade

Activities:

The major activities being planned

to support this initiative are;

1) Exhibition: This will capture the
origin, production process, key
events and artifacts on muslin. The
exhibition will be curated and
designed by Drik.

2) Book publication: An intema-
tional quality publication that will
collate available and unpublished
information into a well-researched
photo book which will establish
Bangladesh's heritage and contribu-
tion to this unique fabric. The book
will be written, designed and
published by Drik.

3) Short Documentary fllm: A short
documentary film (approx. 45 mins),
which will capture our efforts to
trace the plant, to find past arifacts
and to recreate ancient muslin
designs using the skills of current
Jamdani weavers in Dhaka. It will

bring the story of muslin to life on
the screen and will be shown at the
exhibition/television. Drik AV will
produce this in collaboration with
other expers

4) Muslin Night: This is designed to
be a multi-cultural event, which will
include different cultural activities
including & light and sound show. It
would tell the story of muslfin
through songs, dance, fashion

show... etc

5) Workshops: Seminars and
discussions, where experts from
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recreate the story of Muslin
from Bengal's perspactiva,
establishing the history and
origin of the fabric while
enhancing the profile of the
only surviving scion of
muslin, "Jamdan|’ (recently
recognized as a Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, by
UNESCO), at an interna-
tional and national leveal.

Conclusion:

We believe this is a remarkable
project for Bangladesh. It is a story
that needs to be told with clarity
and integrity, acknowledging the
huge contribution of the unrecog-
nised community of farmers and
handioom workers that has made it
possible.

Contact:
Emall us at
bengalmuslin@g
Visit our website at
www.bengalmuslin.com
or
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Visit our office at Drik Picture
Library Ltd., House 58, Road 15A
(Mew), Dhanmondi, Dhaka, 1209,
Bangladesh.

For more info, follow us on Twitter

at hitps:/ftwitter.com/BengalMuslin
and
subscribe 1o our Youtube channel

https:/iwww. youtube.com/channel/UC

GTG1YWv3SJUzBEVAT1hzO

Muslin Festival
2016: Relive the
magic of muslin

Muslin Festival 2016 was
naugurated in the evening
today at the main auditorium of
Bangladesh National Museum
Honourable finance minister, Mr
Abul Maal Muhith was present
as the chief guest and Mr
Asaduzzzaman Noor, honour-
able cultural minister and MP
was the special guest at the
inauguration; Cultural Affairs
Secretary, Ms Aktari Mumtaz

Chairman of the Board of Trustees,
Bangladesh Mational Museum, Mr M
Azizur Rahman; CEO of Drik, Mr
Saiful islam; Senior Director, BRAC
Enterprise, Ms Tamara Abed and
Senior Curator, Victoria and Albert
Museum, Rosemary Crill wera
present during the inauguration,
Muslin Festival 2016 is suppored
by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs

and organized by Drik and Bangla- . - "
desh Mational Museum in partner- us In I a
ship with Aarong. The festival has -

been designed with a range of

activities throughout the month till F

March 3. The month long festival is | on Ebruary 6, 201 6-
the culmination of over two years of
research by Drik into the history of
muslin and our nation's contribution
to it

Photographer : Sumon Hossain




